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Foreword

Biological Diversity (Biodiversity) is the foundation of life on earth and is of great importance to human society. It
contributes significantly to climate, water and soil regulation, and plays a key role in maintaining ecological process-
es. However, biodiversity is declining at an unprecedented rate globally due to the continuous expansion of human
activities and uncontrolled exploitation of natural resources, and the trend of biodiversity loss has not yet been
reversed. Meanwhile, species extinction, habitat loss and degradation, and the resulting disease transmission have
been profoundly impacting human society. It is therefore raising awareness of the dependency of human beings on
biodiversity, and the relationship with nature has a bearing on the future. Standing at a crossroads, no one person or
country can stand aside, and multilateral collaboration is therefore required and necessary.

Since adopted at the Earth Summit in 1992, the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) has been working hard
to address biodiversity loss crisis through biodiversity conservation, sustainable use of its components, and fair
and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of the utilization of genetic resources. The significant role of CBD
cannot be overlooked as it tackles biodiversity loss issue in a comprehensive manner using a holistic approach.
As a contracting party to the Convention on Biological Diversity and the Chair of Fifteenth meeting of the Confer-
ence of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity (COP15), China initiated Kunming Declaration,
launched Kunming Biodiversity Fund, and established multiple national parks during the first part of COP15in
2021, demonstrating strong commitment and endeavor to halt and reverse biodiversity loss. Chinese social
organisations have an important role to play in terms of influencing decision-making process and engaging
policy makers, and should further improve their understanding of CBD and relevant topics and progress.

With the support of Vanke Foundation, Greenovation Hub has launched a capacity building project to support
the participation of Chinese social organisations in the global environmental governance processes. As
background reading material, this briefing paper provides an overview of Convention on Biological Diversity,
focusing on the history, the operation and decision-making mechanism, multiple strategy plans and their
implementation, two protocols under Convention on Biological Diversity, and the implementation progress in
China, with the aim to help participants catch up on the progress of global biodiversity governance.

The second part of COP15 will take place in December 2022. It is expected to adopt a new framework with a
set of new targets aiming at halting and reversing biodiversity loss and achieving the vision of living in
harmony with nature. We look to Chinese social organisations to contribute their wisdom in negotiating and
facilitating the adoption of an ambitious and practical framework.
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